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OPENING PRAYER

God of life, whose love enfolds us and spirit fills us,
Today we praise your holy name.

God of hope, whose promise sustains us and power upholds us,
Today we praise your holy name.

God of love, whose patience humbles us and touch can heal us,
Today we praise your holy name.

God of peace, who breaks down the barriers  and walls that divide us,
Today we praise your holy name.

The Lord’s Prayer

READING:   Luke 4:1-13   – David Clark

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 where 
for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of 
them he was hungry.3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become 
bread.”4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’”5 The devil led him up 
to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And he said to him, “I
will give you all their authority and splendour; it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I 
want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all be yours.”8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord
your God and serve him only.’”9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest 
point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10 For it
is written He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; 11 they will lift you 
up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”12 Jesus answered, “It is 
said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”13 When the devil had finished all this 
tempting, he left him until an opportune time.

NOTES ON THE MESSAGE: A TIME OF PREPARATION – David Clark

Lockdown lasted 67 days in Scotland before any easing of regulations. For Jesus a ‘kind of 
lockdown’ lasted 40 days at the very beginning of his ministry. Jesus in the Wilderness: no Zoom, 
Facebook, Email, Internet, No home comforts, TV, or books to read. Only dry river beds, acacia 
bush, wild animals, high temperatures, and gravel and stone.

Question: What has lockdown meant for you? What has God said to you during this time? How has
God been speaking to our church?
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For Jesus it was a time of preparation – there were two possible road maps for the future: a) to 
take the way of entitlement OR b) to take the way of sacrifice

Way of Entitlement – Jesus knew he was the Messiah King (see Luke 3:22), the greatest king there 
ever would be, so  i) you can satisfy ever need you have – you are hungry then turn stone into 
bread. ii) you can exercise worldly power over all the kingdoms of the earth – the splendour is 
yours  iii) you can receive the adulation and popularity of the masses – gain that by flying from the 
Temple heights for the angels will save you. Jesus answered the attractions of the Way of 
Entitlement (all his can be mine by right as a great king) with what God says (God’s Word in 
Deuteronomy and the Psalms)

Way of Sacrifice – a ministry of self-giving, humiliation, serving, blessing, dying for others. In Jesus’ 
40 day lockdown he had absolute clarity the Way of Sacrifice was the journey he, the Messiah King,
should take. This was the way of revealing the truth of God.

Question: during these past 5 months has this unusual time been in some ways a time of 
preparation for you personally and for the church? In what way might that be true in your own 
life?

Lets reflect on this question with reference to our church and the changes that will come next 
month and beyond. Way of Entitlement – is to expect church to be the way I want it, the way I 
always remember it, the way that I’m comfortable with OR is it to be the Way of Sacrifice - a 
church for the sake of others, especially those on the outside of church life?

Michael Rinehart (Lutheran Bishop) writes about Insiders (those who belong to church) and 
Outsiders (those outside the life of the church). The problem is with the Insiders! And so he argues 
for a new policy in church life:

“Every decision, every single decision, made by the General Assembly, Presbytery, Kirk Session, and
all Church Committees, is made for those not yet here (the outsiders). We need a church today 
that is willing to sacrifice everything for those on the outside: buildings, budgets, traditions, 
structures. We need a church today that so loves the world that she’d be willing to die for it.”

Question: What is your response to Bishop Michael?

But what he writes matches Jesus’ Way of Sacrifice – the pattern given to us for ministry. If, indeed,
this is a Time of Preparation, then maybe that involves becoming prepared a) to witness to the 
authentic ministry of Jesus in our daily lives  b) being willing to challenge graciously those in church
who might be averse to change that seeks to prioritise the outsider c) to contribute to shaping a 
church culture that brings mission and outreach into every aspect of our church life. 

Jesus was clear about his journey right at the very beginning after 40 challenging days. Is there not 
an invitation there for us?
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  - Maureen Clark

Dear Lord and loving Heavenly Father
We're reminded again this morning that it is beca use of the self sacrifice of the Lord Jesus that we 
can gather here this morning. Through the cross we are forgiven. May we walk humbly and serve 
you faithfully in the knowledge of the completed work of the cross.

We've thought about preparation today and so we pray that in this new phase of our life as your 
church here in St Monans that our hearts and minds will be getting ready for the new ministry 
here. 

A new ministry begins but without the established patterns of church life in place. All over our 
country Christians are seeking out new ways to engage with each other and with those who have 
no living faith. Bless these endeavours, we pray. Bless the Online Alpha beginning this week. We 
recognise that many are seeking a new direction in their journey as fixed routines have been 
removed and much of what was held dear has been lost. Loving Lord, changeless One...may we 
point the wavering and the confused to the Living Lord: the same yesterday, today and forever.

Our world seems to be in turmoil too. Many are living with uncertainty about their future. 
Refugees and asylum seekers still pursue a goal of a brighter future in a new land and risk all to 
reach a new country. We pray for those who rescue people from  wild seas; for those who seek to 
help with settlement; for officials who try to administer justice fairly. Above all we would pray for 
greater cooperation from governments to deal with this crisis.

Scientists work for a vaccine and laboratories work on speedier and more accurate testing. Thank 
you for the ingenuity and expertise of people gifted in these areas. We pray for breakthroughs and 
significant progress.

In our own families and circles of friends, help us to be encouragers. Open our eyes to the needs of
those around us and to be willing to serve humbly with  the attitude of the Lord Jesus.
We pray this in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Amen
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